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MANAGING HOLIDAY STRESS 


» If bustle makes you bristle, here are some tips to ease anxiety 
» Taking steps to see better can prolong your life | REFRESH 


LaFalce, Reynolds reflect 
on tense politics of today 
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Derek Gee/Buffalo News 


Former local congressmen Tom Reynolds, left, and John LaFalce got together over lunch at Chef’s recently to discuss 
the leadership style of President Trump and trade ideas on how to make the government work more efficiently. 


Ex-congressmen from 

opposing parties agree 

compromise is crucial 
By Tm O’SHEI 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


ohn LaFalce was sitting near a 
window inside Chef’s Restau- 
rant, his back to the wall, which 
allowed him to easily survey 
the place. The 78-year-old former con- 
gressman, who has spent most of his 
life in Democratic politics, was expect- 


ing company. 

Minutes later, a man in a navy suit 
and white shirt walked up. LaFalce, 
who wore a similar uniform - navy 
pinstriped suit, yellow tie patterned 
with blue flowers, and a gold pin from 
the 107th Congress, which adjourned 
in 2003 and was his last one - saw his 
old friend. Or was it his nemesis? 

Can you be both? 

Maybe. Because when LaFalce saw 
former Rep. Tom Reynolds - a long- 
time Republican leader whose job it 
was to try to knock out Democrats like 
him at the polls — he brightened. 

“Who’s this skinny guy?” LaFalce 


asked, laughing. Reynolds, who is 67 
and now working as a lobbyist, shook 
LaFalce’s hand. They chatted for a mo- 
ment about when they saw each other 
last - Was it at the airport, en route to 
D.C.? - and settled into their chairs. 

“T thought it was my job to make 
government work,” said LaFalce, who 
was a member of Congress from 1975 
to 2003, giving him a brief overlap 
with Reynolds, who served from 1999 
to 2009. “That’s what Tom thought, 
that it was his job to make govern- 
ment work. For effective government, 


See Congressmen on Page A7 


Four counties in WNY are ranked 
among top opioid prescribers in state 


By Henry L. Davis 


NEWS MEDICAL REPORTER 


The rate of opioid painkillers pre- 
scribed in Western New York is high 
compared to many other regions in 
the rest of the state, a new analysis 
shows. 

Four counties here — Erie, Niag- 
ara, Chautauqua and Cattaraugus 
— landed among the top 10 with the 
highest opioid-prescribing rates in 
2015, according to the New York State 
Health Foundation. The “data snap- 
shot” focused on state trends from 
statistics released earlier this year by 


The counties with the highest rate 
of opioid prescribing were: 


the federal Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention. 

The good news? CDC data shows 
that, although opioid prescribing is 
high here compared to other coun- 


1. Sullivan 1182.4 6. Ulster 931.7 ties in the state, it has decreased 
2. Chemung 1165.1 7. Greene 909.4 significantly since 2010, when the 
3. Warren 1005.3 | 8. Erie 885.3.  amountof opioids prescribed peaked 
4. Niagara 999.9 | 9.Cattaraugus 871.8 in the United States. In Erie County, 
5. Chautauqua 940.4 | 10. Broome 862.2 for instance, the amount of opioids 


The numbers describe the amount of opioids in 
morphine milligram equivalents per person in 
each county, a figure that accounts for differences 


among different opioid painkillers. 


Source: New York State Health Foundation 


prescribed has declined by 18 percent 
in that period, andin Niagara County 
by 22 percent. 

“Our county has gone through a 


See Opioid on Page A5 


FBI probing 
Cuomo offices 
hiring practices 


Federal investigation focuses on 
payment of salaries through agencies 


By Curis BRAGG 


ALBANY TIMES UNION 


ALBANY - The FBI is in- 
vestigating the Cuomo admin- 
istration’s practice of hiring 
employees to work in the gov- 
ernor’s office, while actually 
paying them through various 
state agencies and public au- 
thorities, the Times Union has 
learned. 

The practice of hiring pric- 
ey political appointees to work 
for the Executive Chamber - 
but paying them through oth- 
er entities - has allowed Gov. 
Andrew M. Cuomo and prior 
governors to increase the size 
of their staffs while escaping 
criticism for inflating the Ex- 
ecutive Chamber budget. 

In recent months, however, 
FBI agents have interviewed 
a number of people who work 
for the governor’s office, but 
are paid by agencies or author- 
ities, about the circumstances 
of their hirings, according to 
people familiar with the mat- 
ter. 

One type of evidence being 
explored by the FBI, sources 
said, are the written notifica- 
tions that are sent by agencies 
or authorities to the governor’s 
office informing them of a new 
hire. 

In at least some instances, 
those letters have stated an em- 
ployee would be working for the 
agency or authority - when the 
intention was for them to work 
for Cuomo’s office, according to 
a person with knowledge of the 
matter. 

Another line of questioning 


Tribune News Service 


Aspokesman for Gov. 
Cuomo cites long-standing 
hiring practices in Albany. 


Inside: Minnesotans 
REEL AS FRANKEN PREPARES 
TO RETURN HOME. PAGE AG 


by the FBI has been whether the 
Executive Chamber officials’ 
job duties have any correlation 
with the agency or authority ac- 
tually paying them. 

An FBI spokeswoman said 
she could not confirm or deny 
the existence of an investiga- 
tion. It’s unclear what criminal 
law might have been violated by 
the hiring practice. 

An analysis by the Times 
Union a year ago found that 
more than 40 percent of the Ex- 
ecutive Chamber staff was ac- 
tually on the payroll of public 
authorities or agencies. At the 
time, 89 of 209 Executive Cham- 
ber employees were on agency 
or authority budget lines. 

That trend accelerated 


See Cuomo on Page A5 


Pope ponders update 
to the Lord's Prayer 


Wonders if context 
lost in translation 


By ELISABETTA POVOLEDO, 
LAURIE GOODSTEIN 
AND ALAN COWELL 


NEW YORK TIMES 


ROME - It has been a ques- 
tion of theological debate and 
liturgical interpretation for 
years, and now Pope Francis 
has joined the discussion: Does 
the Lord’s Prayer, Christen- 
dom’s resonant petition to the 
Almighty, need an update? 

In a new television inter- 
view, Pope Francis said the com- 
mon rendering of one line in the 
prayer — “lead us not into temp- 


tation” - was “not a good trans- 
lation” from ancient texts. “Do 
not let us fall into temptation,” 
he suggested, might be better 
because God does not lead peo- 
ple into temptation; Satan does. 
“A father doesn’t do that,” the 
pope said. “He helps you get up 
right away. What induces into 
temptation is Satan.” 
Inessence, the pope said, the 
prayer, from the Book of Mat- 
thew, is asking God, “When Sa- 
tan leads us into temptation, 
You, please, give me a hand.” 
French Catholics adopted 
such a linguistic change this 
week, and the pope suggested 
that Italian Catholics might 


See Prayer on Page A5 
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Cocktail Holiday Hunt 


Join the PROSURIX scavenger hunt for your chance to win up to 


LOCKHOUSE 


DISTILLERY 
BUFFALO, NY 


$250 VISA CARD 
$100 GEORGETOWN LIQUORS or 


$50.00 LOCKHOUSE GIFT CARD! 


Step1: Install the PROSURIX app from app.prosurix.com 
Step 2: Scan the PROSURIX tag on a bottle of Lockhouse spirits Step 3: see if you won! 


Look for the 
PROSURIX tag on 
Lockhouse Distillery 


products at your 


